
February 17, 1966 

,' 

Honorable Charles M. Babb 
Erecutive Director 
Tex% State Board of grqminera 

ia Optometry 
304 Bolm Building 
Austin, Texas 

Dear I&. Babb: opinion NC. B-174 
Be: kknd of renewal Pees. 

Your request for an opinion reads as follow.er 

"On behalf of the Board I am writing to request an opinion as to 
whether or not the Board can return a renewal fee to the widcw of 
deceased optwaetrist. 

'The optometrist paid his 1955 renewal fee on Ootober 8, 1964, 
and was issued a receipt by the Board. Prior to January 1, 1955, 
the optometrist passed away and his widow non requests the return 
of the renewal fee-a 

Article 4565-a of Vernon18 Civil Statutes provides that "on or before 
the first day of January of each year everg'lioensed optometrist in this 
State shall pay to the Secretary-treasurer of the Texas State Board of &am- 
inere in Optanetry an annual renewal fee of Twenty Dollars (#20) for the 
renemal of his lloense to practice optometry for the curreat year. . . .a 
There is no proVision in the optcmetry laws for the refund of renewal fees 
which have been paid to the Seoretary-greasurer of the Texas State Board of 
Emminers in Optometry. 

Aocording to the faots suhaitted by you, the optometrist paid hi8 re- 
newal fee prior to January 1, 1955 a8 authorized by the prwisicns of Artiale 
4565-a, Vernon's Civil Statutes. Upon aoceptanoe of the renewal fee, it be- 
came State moneys jlio5 were volunkarily paid bg,the optometrist. l.brfortunate- 
ly, the Legislature has not provided for the refund of renewal fees. Although 
there is a moral obligation to make this refund, the Legislature has not auth- 
orized the Board of keminers in Optometry to do so. In the absence of suoh 
authorization, we are compelled to advise you that no refund can be made. 

Yours wry truly, 
JHtcsregw 

JOHS ESli SHSPPEFD 
Attorney General. 

BY 
Assistant 


